
G-3.03 THE PRESBYTERY 

G-3.0301 Composition and Responsibilities 

The presbytery is the council serving as a corporate expression of the church within a certain district and is composed of all the 

congregationsi and ministers of the Word and Sacrament within that district. The presbytery shall adopt and communicate to the ses- 

sions a plan for determining how many ruling elders each session should elect as commissioners to presbytery, with a goal of numerical 

parity of ministers of the Word and Sacrament and ruling elders. This plan shall require each session to elect at least one commissionerj 

and shall take into consideration the size of congregations as well as a method to fulfill the principles of participation and representa- 

tion found in F-1.0403 and G-3.0103. Ruling elders elected as officers of the presbytery shall be enrolled as members during the peri- 

od of their service. A presbytery may enroll, or may provide by its own rule for the enrollment of, ruling elders during terms of elected 

service to the presbytery or its congregations. 

The minimum composition of a presbytery is ten duly constituted sessions and ten ministers of the Word and Sacrament, unless an 

exception is approved by its synod and the General Assembly giving consideration to the responsibilities assigned to presbyteries in G-

3.01 and G-3.03. 

The presbytery is responsible for the government of the church throughout its district, and for assisting and supporting the witness 

of congregationsk to the sovereign activity of God in the world, so that all congregations become communities of faith, hope, love, and 

witness. As it leads and guides the witness of its congregations, the presbytery shall keep before it the marks of the Church (F-1.0302), 

the notes by which Presbyterian and Reformed communities have identified themselves through history (F-1.0303) and the six Great 

Ends of the Church (F-1.0304). 

In light of this charge, the presbytery has responsibility and power to: 

a. provide that the Word of God may be truly preached and heard. This responsibility shall include organizing, receiving,

merging, dismissing, and dissolving congregations in consultation with their members; overseeing congregations without pastors; es- 

tablishing pastoral relationships and dissolving them; guiding the preparation of those preparing to become ministers of the Word and 

Sacrament; establishing and maintaining those ecumenical relationships that will enlarge the life and mission of the church in its dis- 

trict; providing encouragement, guidance, and resources to congregations in the areas of mission, prophetic witness, leadership devel- 

opment, worship, evangelism, and responsible administration to the end that the church’s witness to the love and grace of God may be 

heard in the world. 

b. provide that the Sacraments may be rightly administered and received. This responsibility shall include authorizing

the celebration of the Lord’s Supper at its meetings at least annually and for fellowship groups, new church developments, and 

other non-congregational entities meeting within its bounds; authorizing and training specific ruling elders to administer or preside 

at the Lord’s Supper when it deems it necessary to meet the needs for the administration of the Sacrament; and exercising pastoral care 

for the congregations and members of presbytery in order that the Sacraments may be received as a means of grace, and the presbytery 

may live in the unity represented in the Sacraments. 

c. nurture the covenant community of disciples of Christ. This responsibility shall include ordaining, receiving, dismissing,

installing, removing, and disciplining its members who are ministers of the Word and Sacramentl; commissioning ruling elders to lim- 

ited pastoral service; promoting the peace and harmony of congregations and inquiring into the sources of congregational discord; 

supporting congregations in developing the graces of generosity, stewardship, and service; assisting congregations in developing mis- 

sion and participating in the mission of the whole church; taking jurisdiction over the members of dissolved congregations and grant- 

ing transfers of their membership to other congregations; warning and bearing witness against error in doctrine and immorality in practice 

within its bounds; and serving in judicial matters in accordance with the Church Discipline. 
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G-3.0302 Relations with Synod and General Assembly 

The presbytery has a responsibility to maintain regular and continuing relationship to synod and General Assembly by: 

a. electing commissioners to synod and General Assembly and receiving their reports;

b. electing ruling elders and ministers of the Word and Sacrament to be readers of standard ordination examinations;

c. seeing that the guidance and communication of synod and General Assembly are considered and that any binding actions are

observed and carried out;

d. proposing to synod such measures as may be of common concern to the mission of the church, and/or proposing to Gen- 

eral Assembly overtures that have received a concurrence from at least one other presbytery, and

e. sending annually to synod and General Assembly statistical and other information according to the requirements of those

bodies.

G-3.0303 Relations with Sessions 

Presbytery, being composed of the ministers of the Word and Sacrament and commissioners elected by the session of congrega- 

tions within its district, has a particular responsibility to coordinate, guide, encourage, support, and resource the work of its congrega- 

tions for the most effective witness to the broader community. In order to accomplish this responsibility, the presbytery has authority to: 

a. develop strategy for the mission of the church in its district;

b. control the location of new congregations and of congregations desiring to move as well as to divide, dismiss, or dissolve

congregations in consultation with their members;

c. establish minimum compensation standards, including provisions for dissolution terms, for pastoral calls and for those

serving in temporary pastoral service, Certified Christian Educators and Certified Associate Christian Educators within the

presbytery;

d. counsel with a session concerning reported difficulties within a congregation, including:

(1.) advising the session as to appropriate actions to be taken to resolve the reported difficulties, 

(2.) offering to help as a mediator, and 

(3.) acting to correct the difficulties if requested to do so by the session or if the session is unable or unwilling to do so, 

following the procedural safeguards of the Church Discipline; 

e. assume original jurisdiction in any situation in which it determines that a session cannot exercise its authority. After a thor- 

ough investigation, and after full opportunity to be heard has been accorded to the session, the presbytery may conclude that

the session of a congregation is unable or unwilling to manage wisely its affairs, and may appoint an administrative commis- 

sion with the full power of session. This commission shall assume original jurisdiction of the existing session, if any, which 

shall cease to act until such time as the presbytery shall otherwise direct.

f. consider and act upon requests from congregations for permission to take the actions regarding real property as described in G-

4.0206.

G-3.0304 Meetings and Quorum 

The presbytery shall hold stated meetings at least twice each year, shall meet at the direction of synod, and may call special meet- 

ings in accordance with its own rules. A presbytery may set its own quorumm, but it shall be not fewer than three ministers of the Word 

and Sacrament who are members of the presbytery and three ruling elder commissioners from three different congregations. 

G-3.0305 Minutes and Records 

Minutes and other official records of the presbytery are the property of the presbytery, and are subject to the review specified in G-

3.0108. The stated clerk is responsible for the preservation of the presbytery’s minutes and records. These records shall include the rolls 

of the presbytery’s membership and registers of all Certified Christian Educators, Certified Associate Christian Educators, and ruling 

elders commissioned to particular pastoral service. 

G-3.0306  Membership of Presbytery 

Each presbytery determines the ministers of the Word and Sacrament who are its members and validates the ministries in which they are 

to be engaged. It shall be guided in this determination by written criteria developed by the presbytery for validating ministries within its 

bounds (G-2.0503a). 
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The presbytery shall examine each minister of the Word and Sacrament or candidate who seeks membership in it on his or her 

Christian faith and views in theology, the Sacraments, and the government of this church. 

The presbytery may designate ministers of the Word and Sacrament to work as teachers, evangelists, administrators, chaplains, and 

in other forms of ministry recognized as appropriate by the presbytery. Those so designated may administer the Sacraments at times and 

places authorized by the presbytery. 

Every minister of the Word and Sacrament shall ordinarily be a member of the presbytery where his or her work is situated or of 

the presbytery where she or he resides. The presbytery may grant a minister permission to engage in work validated ministry that is 

outside its geographic bounds or which is not under its jurisdiction, but no presbytery shall permit a minister to engage in work that is 

within the geographic bounds of another presbytery and which is properly within the responsibility of another presbytery without con- 

sent of that presbytery. Such permission shall be obtained from both presbyteries and shall be reviewed and renewed annually. 

A minister of the Word and Sacrament who is serving in a church outside the United States may, with the approval of the presbytery, ac- 

cept membership in that church for the period of such service without affecting his or her membership in a presbytery of this church. 

G-3.0307  Pastor, Counselor, and Advisor to Its Ministers of the Word and Sacrament and Congregations 

Presbyteries shall be open at all times to communication regarding the life and ministry of their congregations. 

Each presbytery shall develop and maintain mechanisms and processes to serve as pastor and counselor to its ministers of the Word 

and Sacrament, commissioned pastors (also known as commissioned ruling elders), and certified Christian educators of the presbytery; 

to facilitate the relations between the presbytery and its congregations, ministers of the Word and Sacrament, commis- sioned pastors, 

and certified Christian educators; and to settle difficulties on behalf of the presbytery where possible and expedient. 

Each presbytery shall develop and maintain mechanisms and processes to guide, nurture and oversee the process of preparing to be- 

come a minister of the Word and Sacrament. 

To facilitate the presbytery’s oversight of inquirers and candidates, reception and oversight of minister of the Word and Sacrament 

members, approval of calls for pastoral services and invitations for temporary pastoral services, oversight of congregations without pas- 

tors, dissolution of relationships, dismissal of members, and its close relationship with both member congregations and ministers of the 

Word and Sacrament, it may delegate its authority to designated entities within the presbytery. Such entities shall be composed of ruling 

elders and ministers of the Word and Sacrament in approximately equal numbers, bearing in mind the principles of unity in diversity in F- 

1.0403. All actions carried out as a result of delegated authority must be reported to the presbytery at its next regular meeting
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