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April 13 , 2017  
 

Happy Easter!  

 
 
 
 
  

Presbyterian Gathering  
Collegiate Presbyterian Church  

Ames, Iowa  
June 2 -3, 2017  

 
Registration deadline is Wednesday, May 10, 2017  

 
See informational brochure in this E -News, which also contains hotel 
information  
 
Registration form is available in this E -News and on each website:  
www.prospecthillpresb y.org  or www.presbynciowa.org  
 

http://www.prospecthillpresby.org/
http://www.presbynciowa.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

SYNOD SCHOOL  July 23-28, 2017 
òLet Justice Flowó 

Buena Vista University, Storm Lake, IA  

For additional info contact: 

Deb DeMeester ( ddemeester@lakesandprairies.org) 

www.lakesandprairies.org 

FB Group:  òSynod School:  is this heaven?  No, itõs Iowaó 

Correction  
 

The date of North Central Iowaõs Macedonian Ministry 
Cohort West has been listed with two different dates.  The 
correct date of the meeting is Thursday, April 27.  My 
apologies for the confusion.  
                                                                            ~Jeannie  

The Presbytery Office will be Closed the Following 
Dates:  
 
April 14 for Good Friday  
 
Monday, May 29, for Memorial Day  
 
Friday, June 2, as Jeannie will be at the All -Iowa 
Presbyterians Gathering in Ames  
 
Tuesday, July 4  
 
July 24 ð 28 so that Jeannie can attend Synod 
School.  Voice mails and e -mails will be checked 
during the evenings, but no assistance will be 
available during the day.  

mailto:ddemeester@lakesandprairies.org
http://www.lakesandprairies.org/


Prayers of the Presbytery of North Central Iowa  
 
Week of April 16 First Presbyterian Church, Algona, First Presbyterian Church, Irvington, 
   and Lone Rock Presbyterian Church ɀ Rev. Loren Shellabarger 
                                                                                Walter Reemtsma, CRE 
 
Week of April 23 First Presbyterian Church, Waterloo ɀ Rev. Amy Wiles 
 
Week of April 30 United Presbyterian Church, Garner ɀ Justin Asche, CRE 
 
Week of May 7  Pray for the Ministers in North Central Iowa who are active in Specialized 
   Ministry: Rev. Dr. Linda Smith 
     Rev. Kerin Lang Sorensen 
 
Week of May 14 First Presbyterian Church, Toledo ɀ Rev. Doug Darnold 
 
 
Prayers of the Presbytery of Prospect Hill  
 
Week of April 16 United Presbyterian Church, Denison ɀ Rev. Ken Fells (HR), Interim 
 
Week of April 23 Lake City Union Church, Lake City ɀ Rev. Beth Harbaugh 
 
Week of April 30 Plymouth Presbyterian Church, LeMars ɀ Rev. Dave Koehler, Moderator 
 
Week of May 7  Emmanuel Presbyterian Church, Carnarvon ɀ Rev. Charles Valenti-Hein, 

Moderator 
 
Week of May 14 United Church of Manilla, Manilla ɀ Rev. Vicki Fisher 
 

 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER:  
 

THE DEADLINE TO REGISTER FOR THE  
ALL -IOWA PRESBYTERIANS GATHERING  

IS WEDNESDAY, MAY 10!!  

 
  



Calendar Dates  
 North Central Iowa events are shown in blue  
 Prospect Hill events are shown in red  
 Combined events are shown in green  
 
 
April 13 Maundy Thursday 
April 14 Good Friday 
April 14 Presbytery Office Closed 
April 16 Easter 
April 20 Mission & Ministry visits in Fort Dodge; 11:00 ɀ 2:00; meet at Cana at 10:30 (NCI) 
April 24 Macedonian Ministry Cohort East; 10:00 ɀ 2:00 (NCI) 
April 27 Macedonian Ministry Cohort West; 10:00 ɀ 2:00 (NCI) 
April 27-28 Synod Minutes Review, Lakeshore Center; noon 4/27 ɀ noon 4/28 (NCI & PPH) 
April 29 Ruling Elder Cohort; First Presbyterian Church, Ackley; 9:30 ɀ 2:00 (NCI) 
April 29 Spring Work Day at Lakeshore Center at Okoboji 9:00 ɀ 4:00 (see additional details 
  in this issue of E-News) 
May 8  All Iowa Conversation, Northminster Presbyterian Church, Ames; 9:30 ɀ 3:00 

(NCI & PPH) 
May 8  COM, First Presbyterian Church, Ackley; 5:00 ɀ 8:00 (NCI) 
May 9  CPM, Lakeside Presbyterian Church, Storm Lake; 10:00 ɀ 3:30 (PPH) 
May 9  Moderator Team, Lakeside Presbyterian Church, Storm Lake; 11:00 (PPH) 
May 9  COM, 10:00 ɀ 2:00 (PPH) 
May 10  Deadline to register for All-Iowa Presbyterians Gathering 
May 11  CPM, First Presbyterian Church, Ackley; 12:00 ɀ 4:00 (NCI)  
May 11  Council, First Presbyterian Church, Ackley; 5:00 ɀ 8:00 (NCI) 
May 15  Macedonian Ministry Cohort West; 10:00 -2:00 (NCI) 
May 18  Macedonian Ministry Cohort East; 10:00 ɀ 2:00 (NCI) 
June 2-2 All Iowa Gathering, Ames 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Did you know . . .  

Each Presbytery has a website that contains 

lots of great information, including a 

calendar with all of Presbytery events and 

the informational b rochure and registration 

form for the All Iowa Presbyterians 

Gathering?  Be sure to check them out!  

www.presbynciowa.org  

www.prospecthillpresby.org  

 

http://www.presbynciowa.org/
http://www.prospecthillpresby.org/


Thoughts from David Feltman, Pastor to the Presbytery,  
North Central Iowa  

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
We, in North Central Iowa Presbytery, are pondering hope, hopefully living hope, as our theme for this year.  It 
ÃÁÕÓÅÄ ÍÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÔÏ .Ȣ4Ȣ 7ÒÉÇÈÔȭÓ ÂÏÏË SURPRISED BY HOPE.  I offer three quotes as we live in this most hopeful 
of all weeks. 
 

What are we waiting for?  And what are we going to do about it in the meantime? 
 
Those two questions shape this book.  First, it is about the ultimate future hope held out in the 
Christian gospel:  the hope, that is, for salvation, resurrection, eternal life, and the cluster of other 
things that go with them.  Second, it is about the discovery of hope within the present world:  about the 
practical ways in which hope can come alive for communities and individuals who, for whatever 
reason, may lack it.  And it is about the ways of embracing the first that can and should generate and 
sustain the second. 
 
Most people, in my experience ɀ including many Christians ɀ ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ 
hope really is.  Most people ɀ again, sadly, including many Christians ɀ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÅØÐÅÃÔ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ 
much to say about hope within the present world (p. xi). 

 
I especially appreciate the way Wright ties the two together and helps us see what we do in this life matters. 
 

The point of resurrection, as Paul has been arguing throughout the letter (I Corinthians), is that the 
present bodily life is not valueless just because it will die.  God will raise it to new life.  What you do with 
your body in the present matters because God has a great future in store for it.  And if this applies to 
ethics, as in I Corinthians 6, it certainly also applies to the varioÕÓ ÖÏÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ×ÈÉÃÈ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÒÅ 
called.  What you do in the present ɀ by painting, preaching, singing, sewing, praying, teaching, 
building hospitals, digging wells, campaigning for justice, writing poems, caring for the needy, loving 
your neighbor as yourself ɀ ×ÉÌÌ ÌÁÓÔ ÉÎÔÏ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ɉÐȢ ρωσɊȢ 

 
And again, 
 

This brings us back to I Corinthians 15:58 once more:  what you do in the Lord is not in vain.  You are 
ÎÏÔ ÏÉÌÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÈÅÅÌÓ ÏÆ Á ÍÁÃÈÉÎÅ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÏ ÒÏÌÌ ÏÖÅÒ Á ÃÌÉÆÆȢ  9ÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ restoring a great 
ÐÁÉÎÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÓÈÏÒÔÌÙ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÔÈÒÏ×Î ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÅȢ  9ÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÐÌÁÎÔÉÎÇ ÒÏÓÅÓ ÉÎ Á ÇÁÒÄÅÎ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ 
about to be dug up for a building site.  You are ɀ strange though it may seem, almost as hard to believe 
as the resurrection itself ɀ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÌÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÉÎ ÄÕÅ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÎÅ× 
world.  Every act of love, gratitude, and kindness; every work of art or music inspired by the love of 
God and delight in the beauty of his creation; every minute spent teaching a severely handicapped 
ÃÈÉÌÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÄ ÏÒ ÔÏ ×ÁÌËȠ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÁÃÔ ÏÆ ÃÁÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÎÕÒÔÕÒÅȟ ÏÆ ÃÏÍÆÏÒÔ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔȟ ÆÏÒ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÆÅÌÌÏ× ÈÕÍÁÎ 
ÂÅÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÆÅÌÌÏ× ÎÏÎÈÕÍÁÎ ÃÒÅÁÔÕÒÅÓȠ ÁÎÄ ÏÆ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÐÒÁÙÅÒȟ Áll spirit  led 
teaching, every deed that spreads the gospel, builds up the church, embraces and embodies holiness 
rather than corruption, and makes the name of Jesus honored in the world ɀ all of this will find its way, 
through the resurrecting power of God, into the new creation that God will one day make.  That is the 
logic of the mission of God (p. 208). 

 
May you know the blessings and the power of the resurrection ɀ in your church and in your life. 
 
With love in Christ, 
 
David Feltman 
 



0ÏÏÒ 2ÉÃÈÁÒÄȭÓ !ÌÍÁÎÁÃ 
by Richard Francis, Stated Clerk, Presbytery of Prospect Hill 
 
 
One of the more thankless jobs of a Stated Clerk is keeping track of attendance 
ÁÔ 0ÒÅÓÂÙÔÅÒÙ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓȢ  ) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÅÎÊÏÙ ÔÁËÉÎÇ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÁÎÃÅ ×ÈÅÎ ) ×ÁÓ Á ÈÉÇÈ 
ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÌÉÓÈ ÉÔ now, though I have to admit that Jeannie 
Stolee does the heavy lifting, collating the attendance sheets and deciphering 
the semi-legible handwriting. 

 
"ÕÔ ȰÔÁËÉÎÇ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÁÎÃÅȱ ÄÏÅÓ ÆÅÅÌ ÌÉËÅ ËÅÅÐÉÎÇ ÔÒÁÃË ÏÆ ËÉÄÓȟ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ËÉÄÓ ÁÎÙ ÍÏÒÅȢ  3Ï ×ÈÙ ÄÏ 
it? 
 
We do it in part to keep ourselves honest.  For Teaching Elders who are installed pastors or interim 
ÐÁÓÔÏÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÅÄ 2ÕÌÉÎÇ %ÌÄÅÒÓȟ 0ÒÅÓÂÙÔÅÒÙ ÉÓ ȰÃÈÕÒÃÈȢȱ  )Ô ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÈÅÙ 
have to worship God from someplace besides the pulpit.  It is also a community of faith beyond the 
local congregation, where we make relationships that encourage and sustain our faith.  In addition, 
Presbytery is a place where we can be challenged in ways that we might not be in our local 
congregations.  For example, Stephen Chambang, a refugee from South Sudan who is a Deacon at 
the Lakeside Church in Storm Lake, challenged us at the last Presbytery meeting simply by sharing 
his story. 
 
For Ruling Elders, serving as a Commissioner (voting delegate) to Presbytery is an essential way of 
maintaining a connectional church. 
 
I thought of all of this while I was reviewing the attendance records for the April 1 Presbytery 
meeting held at Sac City.  Of the 43 churches in our Presbytery, 19 were represented by Ruling 
%ÌÄÅÒ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÅÒÓȢ  4ÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ %ÌÄÅÒÓ ɉ-ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒÓɊ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÄÏ Á ×ÈÏÌÅ ÌÏÔ ÂÅÔÔÅÒȡ  ςσ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÎ 
attendance, though in fairness, some pastors serve more than one church. 
 
/ÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ) ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÁÓ Á ÐÁÓÔÏÒ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÎÁÇ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÉÎÔÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÃÈÕÒch, and I 
suspect that the same is true of attending Presbytery.  I would just remind you of the vow you took 
at your ordination and that you repeat every time you are installed, either as a Pastor or Ruling 
Elder: 
 

Will you be a faithful ruling elder/teacÈÉÎÇ ÅÌÄÅÒȣȩ  7ÉÌÌ ÙÏÕ ÓÈÁÒÅ ÉÎ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 
discipline, serving in councils of the church, and in your ministry will you try to show 
the love and justice of Jesus Christ?  (Directory for Worship W-4.4003i, emphasis 
added) 
 

Attending Presbytery, engaging in the discussion, and voting our conscience, is one way we show 
the love and justice of Jesus Christ and make the voices of our congregation heard.  It is an 
ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÎÏÔ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÉÎ ÅÖÅÒÙ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎȢ  ,ÅÔȭÓ ÔÁËÅ ÁÄÖÁÎÔÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÉÔȢ 
 
Blessings, 
 



Moderator M essage 
 

 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Our first Presbytery meeting of 2017 is over.  I want to thank everyone for their support 
and encouragement.  Our next meeting is at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 3, 2017 at 
Collegiate Presbyterian Church in Ames.  Please plan to join us for the All Presbyterians 
Gathering June 2-3.  G.A. Stated Clerk, J. Herbert Nelson, will be the featured speaker.  I have 
ÈÅÁÒÄ ÈÉÍ ÁÎÄ ÈÅȭÓ ÁÍÁÚÉÎÇȢ  2ÅÇÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÄÅÁÄÌÉÎÅ ÉÓ -ÁÙ ρπth.  Fees are $35/person for 
both days or $20/person for either Friday or Saturday.  Details and registration forms are 
available on the website. 
 
) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÎË ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÅÁËÏÕÔ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ Ȱ(Ï× #ÁÎ 0ÒÅÓÂÙÔÅÒÙ 
Better Serve You?ȱ  9ÏÕÒ ÆÅÅÄÂÁÃË ×ÁÓ ÖÅÒÙ helpful.  As a quick summary, there were two 
main issues raised: 
 

1. The need for better communication.  I agree.  We are working on that through the 
E-News and making contact information more available.  We also discussed that 
communication is a two way street ɀ we, as Presbytery leaders, must do a better job 
of making information available and congregations/members must make the effort 
to check the website, to make contacts and follow up.  One suggestion was for hard 
copies of the E-News to be made available to each congregation.  This would mean a 
volunteer, office staff or pastor would have to print it.  Another related point was a 
ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÃÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒ ÏÒ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÁÓ ÎÏ× ÉÔȭÓ 
unclear whom to contact for what.  Not discussed but certainly another way to 
facilitate communication is to attend Presbytery meetings and make yourself 
available to serve on a committee.  The Nominating Committee would be delighted. 
 

2. Utilize more technology to make information more readily available, such as the PPH 
×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȢ  3ÏÍÅ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ×Å ÈÁÖÅ Á 0ÒÅÓÂÙÔÅÒÙ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȢ  )ÔȭÓ ÎÅ× ÁÎÄ ÓÔÉÌÌ Á ×ÏÒË 
ÉÎ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÔÈÅÒÅȢ  4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÁÌÓÏ Á ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔ ÆÏÒ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ 
congregations to set up sites.  Participants were encouraged to send items, 
i.e. church events, for inclusion in the E-News. 

 
The input from those participating was helpful and will be part of our next Moderator 
Team meeting.  We, your elected leaders, canȭÔ ÄÏ ÉÔ ÁÌÌȢ  7Å ÎÅÅÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÏÕÒ 
0ÒÅÓÂÙÔÅÒÙ ÓÔÒÏÎÇÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÁÃÃÅÓÓÉÂÌÅȢ  7Å ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÏ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÏÒËȢ  4Ï ÐÕÔ 
words into action takes all our hands. 
 
In closing I wish you all a most blessed Easter. 
 
Blessings to each of you, 
 
Lue Baker, 2017 Moderator 
Presbytery of Prospect Hill 



 

 



 

  



 



 

  



 

  



This is the tentative schedule for the June 2 and 3 Multi Presbytery Meeting  
 
Dinner (5-6) 
Evening worship at Collegiate Church 
 Worship with Stated Clerk Preaching and joint choir (6:30 ɀ 8:00) 
 Small Groups / Mission event (8:00 ɀ 9:00) 
Morning worship at Collegiate Church 
 Morning Prayer (7:30, optional) 
 Continental Breakfast, perhaps with mission fair (8:30) 
 Plenary Session (9:30 ɀ 11:00) 
 Sharing the joys of the Presbyteries (10 Minutes each) 
 Mission Project or Presentation? 
 Worship and Communion (11:00) 
 
Break for lunch (12:00) 
 
Afternoon Presbytery Meetings at both churches (Collegiate and Northminster) 
 
Things to work on: 
Marketing 
Programming (Speakers, choir, mission focus) 
Childcare (from camps) 
Lodging (Chamber of Commerce 
Food (Collegiate) 
Other thoughts 
 
Celebration of Presbyterianism in Iowa 
 Presbyterian Mission?  Connection?  Does Collegiate or Northminster have local 
  mission projects? 
 Big Tent is a model at national level 
 Fun Presbyterian Facts 
Oldest and Newest Worshiping Communities 
 Different music styles 
  





  



 

 



 

 

Weõve Got an App for That!! 
 

The Presbytery of North Central Iowa 
now has an app that you can download 
for your iPhone  or Android smart 
phone.  Just search òpresbytery of 
north central iowaó in the app store.  
You can log in as a guest to have 
access to some of the information.  To 
access all of the information on the 
app, you need a username and 
password.  If you would l ike one, 
please e -mail Rev. Sara Hill at 
sarah@firstpresfd.org  with your 
desired username and password and 
she will create it for you.  She promises 
to immediately forget your password 
once she creates your account.  
 
Thanks, and we hope you enjoy using 
our app and find it useful.  If anything is 
incorrect or you woul d like to see 
something on the app that isnõt there, 
please email Sara.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
   

         

If you or your church has anything to be 
included in the E -News, please submit it to 
Jeannie in the Presbytery Office by emailing 
it to northiowapresby@gmail.com  
 
If you know of someone who would enjoy 
receiving this communication, please email 
Jeannie or call her at 319 -233-1747.  
 
Please consider making copies of this 
E-news  for your Session and also running 
several copies to make available to your 
congregation on your information table.  

 

mailto:sarah@firstpresfd.org
mailto:northiowapresby@gmail.com

